Christmas Eve 2010
THE SCRIPTURE READINGS

THE PROPHECY AND FULFILLMENT

THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY Isaiah 7:10-14 page
10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 "Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in
the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 12 But Ahaz said, "l will not ask; I will not
put the LORD to the test." 13 Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, you house of David! Is it not
enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

THE GOSPEL FULFILLMENT Matthew 1:18-25 page

18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be
with child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man
and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife,
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their
sins." 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:

23 "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel” --which means, "God with us." 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the
angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had
no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

THE CHRISTMAS CAROLS “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 357
“What Child Is This?” 370

THE PROPHECY AND FULFILLMENT

THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY Micah 5:2-5a page
2 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out
of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times." 3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is
in labor gives birth and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 4 He will
stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of
the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the
ends of the earth. 5 And he will be their peace. When the Assyrian invades our land and
marches through our fortresses, we will raise against him seven shepherds, even eight
leaders of men.

THE GOSPEL FULFILLMENT Luke 2:1-7 page

1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius
was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to his own town to register. 4 So Joseph



also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there
was no room for them in the inn.
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THE PROPHECY AND FULFILLMENT

THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY Isaiah 9:2-7 page
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of
the shadow of death a light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the nation and increased
their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when
dividing the plunder. 4 For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you have shattered the yoke
that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5 Every
warrior's boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for
burning, will be fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and
peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and
forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

THE GOSPEL FULFILLMENT Luke 2:8-14 page
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not
be afraid. | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on
whom his favor rests."
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380
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL — Response to the Good News Luke 2:15-20

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord
has told us about.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby,
who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things



and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

A couple of weeks ago | had a post from Caring Bridge come across my desk. Many of
you know that Caring Bridge is a web site that allows families to keep others up to date
on critically ill people, without having to call everyone. Some of our members have
used Caring Bridge. This post happened to be about a little boy in the valley. It
seems this child was in a situation in which there was less than a 1% chance of survival.
But, there was quick response by those called to the scene. The care given was just
the right care. And God obviously had His hand in this situation too; | can say that not
only because God is always with us, but also because the mom in the Caring Bridge
post was talking about now expected full recovery for her son and the miracle of God.
This little boy was in a situation where he could not help himself. But, now, because of
the timely and skilled help of others, including our members, now because of the love
God showed in this situation, this little boy has the future of a full life in front of Him.
His life has literally been saved from a situation over which he had no control. God is
good!

In our lesson for today one could say of the shepherds, life was tough and they could do
little to help themselves. These men worked in a low paying job as common laborers,
on the night shift. Their government was corrupt. Foreigners, occupying forces of the
Roman government, were further oppressing them. Sadly, many of their struggles
were evidence of even deeper problems in the relationship of the Jews in general, and
the relationship of each person with God. Some might say, “There’s always hope.”
Except, we know the end of their story. The country of Judea became more corrupt
and rebellious and in 70 A.D. it was totally destroyed by the Romans. Things weren't
going to get better. Life was tough for the shepherds and there was nothing they could
do to help themselves. But, instead of medical help, an angel appeared. We are told,
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. In a seemingly hopeless situation,
these men received the promised Christ and Savior, The Lord God Himself. In life’s
trials there was real hope and help.

If we look at our lives with a realistic understanding of the eternal, on our own we are in the
same situation. When was the last bad decision you made? Or, when did you recently hurt
someone you care about? Or, when have your actions hurt or denied the Lord who created you
and loves you? | know that recently | have let worries make me cranky around my family,
yesterday even. Where is trust in God when you are worrying and hurt others? These failures
are not just personal weaknesses, butsin, and unfortunately as people born sinful, we face trouble
because of our sin. On own there is nothing we can do to overcome it. 10 And the angel
said unto [us], Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a



Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
We can’t overcome our sin, but this child born in Bethlehem is The Savior and He came to die
for our sins and forgive us.

But, our sins lead to a bigger problem than trouble in this world. This year at St. John we have
had the funerals of 10 members. Sin leads to death, for everyone. There is nothing we can do
to keep ourselves from dying. And our sins lead to a bigger problem than death. All who sin
face not just death but the eternal judgement of their Creator and Judge. There is nothing we
can do to keep ourselves from judgement. 10 And the angel said unto [us], Fear not:
for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord. We can’t overcome our sin, or death, or judgement, but this child born in Bethlehem
came to die for our sins and rise again so all who believe in Him have eternal life. “For God so
loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
die, but have everlasting life.”

The country of the shepherds continued in trouble, but because of the birth of the
Savior, Jesus, the lives of these shepherds were changed, not only forever, but also for
this life. They could face the drudgery of work, the problems in the county, troubles
that were bigger than them, and know that God loved them enough to come to save
them. They knew that no matter how big life’s troubles were, God had eternal life won
for them, in this Savior. They could have hope when life seemed overwhelming. 11
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour. They could love the
unlovable. Unto you is born a Savior. Life was changed forever and in this world
because they saw and believed in The Savior of God.

A couple of years ago | told what has become my favorite Christmas story, but I’m going to tell
it again because it brings home the shepherds’ hope and joy to us. Many countries invite
Americans to their country to teach, and in 1994 some American Christians took the opportunity
to teach in a Russian orphanage knowing it would also be an opportunity to share God’s love in
Jesus. As the holidays came around they got to tell the Christmas story and most children and
staff heard it for the very first time. They listened carefully, quietly. Finally these Christian
volunteers gave the children some crude materials to make a manger with the baby Jesus to
shown they had understood the story. But, as they looked at one manger there were two babies.

These missionaries asked the boy where there were two children in the manger. So, this boy,
Misha, started telling the Christmas story again and his words were translated for them. Even
having heard the story only once, he actually got the story correct until he got to the point where
Mary laid Jesus in the manger. Then it changed. He said, “Mary laid the baby Jesus in the
manger, and he looked up at me and asked if | had a place to stay.” | told him I have no
Momma. | have no Poppa.” Jesus said | could stay with Him, and | wanted to but I said, ‘I
can’t. I don’t have a gift to give.” So | asked him, ‘If | keep you warm will that be a good
enough gift?’ Jesus said it would be the best gift. So, | crawled in the manger with Jesus and
now | can be with Him always.” As he finished Misha’s head fell to the table sobbing. Life
was tough for Misha. He saw no hope. But, when he heard the story of God’s love he finally
knew he was not alone and was loved. Life was changed. 11 Today in the town of David
a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.



May you know the hope and joy this Christmas and always, that God has come to you.
A Blessed Christmas.



