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Hoonah Toys  for Tots 

Hoonah is located about sixty miles from Juneau.  Vicar Michael Borg is establishing a church - Harbor of 
Faith Lutheran Church there along with his wife, Jennifer and their two sons Mikey and Caleb.  January 4th 
will mark their first anniversary in Hoonah. 

There are about 850 people in this community with 144 children.  Because of the economic situation in our 
country today they were unable to enjoy the Christmas party that they usually have each year for the commu-
nity.  A plea went out for gifts for children ranging in age birth to 18 years.  

As a result of this plea at least 20 boxes of gifts were received - 12 boxes coming from St. John.  In e-mail from 
Justine Borg she stated: “Last night I met with Tina Martin and the other coordinators and members of the com-
munity to wrap gifts.  There were 4 large tables STACKED with gifts - ranging from hats to books, mittens to puz-
zles, playdoh to Barbies, and everything in between.  We worked for 4 hours, sorting, labeling by age and gender, 
and packaging for distribution.  It was AMAZING!!!  Not only will each child, age birth through 18, get presents, 
but also every elder!  We have gifts for each child in Hoonah, plus visitors, to receive at least two items.  God is so 
good! 

The Hoonah Liquor Board will be matching over $1,500 worth of gifts and shipping expenses!  These funds will 
go toward refreshments at the party.  Thank you for sending receipts!!! 

We have a surplus of gifts that have now gone into the “pot” for next year.  Additionally, with so many extra gifts, 
we put some in a group for 3 local churches that can adopt whole families that are especially hard up for money 
in this slow winter season.  Harbor of Faith is adopting a young family of four: C and K are 22 and 25 years of 
age.  They have two young girls, Nakima, age 4, and At’kaheen (Tlingit name which means “faith + water” like 
baptism!), age 18 months.  C has been out of work for a couple of months now.  K is a Tlingit Native, so they have 
housing provided by her Totem corporation, which is a blessing, and they are able to get food stamps.  However, 
they are not able to get gifts for their girls because of lack of work in the area.  We culled some items, such as 
socks, a hat, coffee thermos, and blanket for C.  K will get a scarf, hat, glove set, a quilt (Thanks for the beautiful 
quilts, by the way!  They are very popular), and a couple of DVD movies.  The girls will receive some books, cray-
ons, and 3 toys each, plus some warm hats and mittens. 

Thank you all, a thousand times over, for your generosity, hard work, and collaboration for Hoonah! 

Now may the miraculous wonder of the Christ Child fill your hearts and homes with His love, true beauty, and 
abundant peace.” 

I want to thank all who participated in purchasing gifts, packaging and mailing the boxes and who gave funds 
for the postage - over $150.00! 

Next month I will share more information about Harbor of Faith mission and the Borgs.  If you would like to 
support this ministry you may do so via Alaska Mission for Christ.  Checks made out to AMC can be ear-
marked for “Hoonah Mission.”  For more information please see Pastor Allen.  
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